
Exam Board: AQA

60% coursework - 
Personal Investigation 
(Practical work)
Personal Study (essay)

40% exam 
Response to an externally 
set assignment

15 hours



What will I do in 
A-Level 

Photography?



There are many different career 
opportunities within 
photography/ film. 

Many of the skills you learn are 
desirable by ALL employers.



What will I do in 
A-Level Photography?

Take your own photos - you will 
be expected to do this in lesson 

and for H/W. A LOT of your home 
learning will be taking photos.

Look at, research and write 
about other photographers.

Present your work in 
a digital portfolio.

Write about your own 
and other photos. 

Keep all your work 
organised digitally. Be creative! 



We have excellent facilities in 
our purpose built photography 

classroom and darkroom,  
including a full photography 
studio. You can loan out our 

cameras and equipment



We start with an introduction to 
Photography where you learn the  
technical skills of how to use a 

DSLR. 



We explore the relationship 
between Art, Film and Photography 



You work in digital 
sketchbooks. This keeps the 
cost of printing down and 
means it is easy to upload 

your work centrally wherever 
you are working



Year 12 
Workshops

Kinetic Sculpture - 
shutterspeed

Photoshop 
composite editing

Technical and 
creative lighting 
techniques

Darkroom including film 
and print processing



We explore 
manual 

manipulations 
as well as 

digital  photo 
editing



Once you 
have the 
skills, you 

work on your 
own themes 
and ideas













Year 12 and 13 Work : The Summer Exhibition
Opportunities to showcase your work to  friends, parents, carers 
and the community to celebrate your success.



Your work is marked under four assessment objectives:

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Develop ideas through 
investigations, 

demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources.

Refine work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with 
appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and 
processes.

Record ideas, 
observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as 

work progresses.

Present a personal and 
meaningful response that 

realises intentions and 
demonstrates 

understanding of visual 
language.

Above is the wording from the exam board 
Below is what this means

This means looking at 
other Photographers, 

writing about them and 
working in their style.

This is about 
experimenting throughout 

your project and 
exploring materials and 

techniques.

This is the quality of your 
photographs, your ability 
to write about your own 

work and ideas.

This is how your project 
fits together as a whole 
and also about your final 

piece/conclusion.

A-Level Photography is 60% coursework & 40% externally set 
assignment. There is no written exam paper.


